
CHAPTER 3    INDIVIDUAL AIRPORT POLICIES AND COMPATIBILITY MAPS 
 

3–30 Riverside County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan Policy Document (Adopted March 2005) 

RI. RIVERSIDE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 

RI.1 Compatibility Map Delineation 

1.1 Airport Master Plan Status:  The most recent airport master plan was adopted by the 
City of Riverside in November 1999.  The airport layout plan drawing was subse-
quently updated in January 2001. 

1.2 Airfield Configuration:  The Airport Master Plan proposes an easterly 750-foot exten-
sion of Runway 9-27.  Establishment of a straight-in nonprecision instrument ap-
proach to Runway 27 also is contemplated.  The compatibility map for Riverside 
Municipal Airport takes into account the traffic patterns associated with both the 
existing and future runway ends and approach types. 

1.3 Airport Activity:  For the purposes of the Compatibility Plan, the Master Plan forecasts 
have been extended to a level anticipated to have a time horizon of 20+ years.  
Specifically, a projection of 220,000 annual operations, almost double the current 
level, is assumed.  Essentially all of this growth is expected to be in operations by 
turboprop aircraft, business jets, and helicopters; single-engine airplane activity is 
projected to remain roughly constant. 

1.4 Airport Influence Area:  The instrument approach route and typical extent of the air-
port traffic pattern define the of the airport influence area boundary for Riverside 
Municipal Airport.  To the east and west, this boundary mostly coincides with the 
outer edge of the airport’s FAR Part 77 conical surface.  A westward extension en-
compasses locations where aircraft on a precision instrument approach are lower 
than 1,000 feet above the airport elevation. 

RI.2 Additional Compatibility Policies 

2.1 Noise Exposure in Residential Areas:  The limit of 60 dB CNEL set by Countywide 
Policy 4.1.4 as the maximum noise exposure considered normally acceptable for 
new residential land uses shall not be applied to the environs of Riverside Munici-
pal Airport.  For this airport, the criterion shall instead be 65 dB CNEL.  This 
higher threshold recognizes that ambient noise conditions in the area are relatively 
high because of other major noise sources, particularly railroads and freeways.  
Dwellings may require incorporation of special noise level reduction measures into 
their design to ensure that the interior noise limit of 45 dB CNEL (Countywide 
Policy 4.1.6) is not exceeded. 

2.2 Zone B2 Building Height:  Notwithstanding the limitation of two aboveground habit-
able floors indicated in Table 2A of Chapter 2, any nonresidential building in 
Compatibility Zone B2 at Riverside Municipal Airport may have up to three 
aboveground habitable floors provided that no such building or attachments 
thereto shall penetrate the airspace protection surfaces defined for the airport in 
accordance with Federal Aviation Regulations Part 77. 

2.3 Zone D Residential Densities:  The criteria set forth in Countywide Policy 3.1.3(b) and 
the Basic Compatibility Criteria matrix (Table 2A) notwithstanding, the residential 
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density criteria for that portion of Compatibility Zone D at Riverside Municipal Air-
port lying within the boundary of the City of Riverside shall be as follows: 

 (a) For all of the zone within the City of Riverside except west of Tyler Street, al-
low residential densities as low as 4.0 dwelling units per gross acre to the ex-
tent that such densities are typical of existing (as of the adoption date of this 
plan) residential development in nearby areas of the community.  It is further 
noted that the intent of this policy and the high-density option for Zone D is 
not to encourage residential development densities higher than currently 
planned for the airport environs, only to enable the density of future devel-
opment to be similar to what now is common in the area. 

 (b) For the area within the City of Riverside west of Tyler Street—designated with 
a (1) on Map RI-1—no restrictions on residential densities shall apply. 

2.4 Expanded Buyer Awareness Measures:  In addition to the requirements for avigation 
easement dedication or deed notification as indicated in Table 2A, any new single-
family or multi-family residential development proposed for construction anywhere 
within the Riverside Municipal Airport influence area, except for Compatibility Zone 
E, shall include the following measures intended to ensure that prospective buyers 
or renters are informed about the presence of aircraft overflights of the property. 

  (a) During initial sales of properties within newly created subdivisions, large air-
port-related informational signs shall be installed and maintained by the devel-
oper.  These signs shall be installed in conspicuous locations and shall clearly 
depict the proximity of the property to the airport and aircraft traffic patterns. 

  (b) An informational brochure shall be provided to prospective buyers or renters 
showing the locations of aircraft flight patterns.  The frequency of overflights, 
the typical altitudes of the aircraft, and the range of noise levels that can be 
expected from individual aircraft overflights shall be described (a large-scale il-
lustration of Exhibit RI-7, Compatibility Factors, will suffice). 
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