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Background Data: 
Chino Airport and Environs 

INTRODUCTION 
Chino Airport is owned and operated by the County of San Bernardino and situated within the incor-
porated limits of the City of Chino in the southwestern corner of the county.  Occupying 1,102 acres of 
land and having three runways and full precision instrument approach capabilities, the airport is a major 
general aviation facility serving the cities of Chino, Chino Hills, and Ontario, as well as other nearby 
communities in San Bernardino, Riverside, and Orange counties.  Operations at Chino Airport affect 
lands within Riverside County less than two miles to the east, thus necessitating Riverside County Air-
port Land Use Commission adoption of a Chino Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan for the portion of 
the airport influence area lying within Riverside County. 

The County of San Bernardino adopted a new master plan for the airport in February 2006.  The back-
ground data presented in the exhibits in this chapter was obtained from the master plan and discussions 
with airport management.  Exhibit CH–1 describes current and planned features of the airport.  The 
long-range development plan is depicted in Exhibits CH–2a and 2b.  Exhibit CH–3 summarizes data 
regarding present and future airport activity.  Current and projected noise impacts are shown in the two 
following maps, Exhibits CH–4 and CH–5.  Exhibit CH–6 illustrates the noise, flight track, risk and 
other factors that are the source of the Chino Airport compatibility map included in Volume 1. 

State law requires that compatibility plans have at least a 20-year time horizon.  The current adopted 
Chino Airport Master Plan projects an activity level of 209,400 operations in the year 2025, not quite 
the full 20 years from the adoption date of this Compatibility Plan.  Activity forecasts were discussed with 
the airport management and the ALUC staff.  Considering the recent drop in training levels at the air-
port and the expectation that continued higher costs for fuel will constrain overall aviation activity, the 
consensus is that using the 2025 projection as a 20-year (2028) forecast is appropriate.  The forecast as-
sumes closure of Rialto Airport, but no other airport closures in the market area of Chino Airport. 

Historically, lands near Chino Airport were comprised mainly of agricultural uses, especially dairy farm-
ing.  Today, the airport environs are becoming urbanized.  Most of the area is planned for residential 
development.  Information regarding existing and planned land uses in the airport vicinity is summa-
rized in Exhibit CH–7.  Exhibit CH-8 presents a simplified map of planned airport area land uses as 
found in the general plans of Riverside County and the affected jurisdictions in San Bernardino County.  
The final exhibit, CH–9, contains an initial assessment of consistencies and inconsistencies between the 
Riverside County general plan and compatibility policies set forth in Volume 1 of the Compatibility Plan. 
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Exhibit CH–1 

Airport Features Summary 
Chino Airport 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 Airport Ownership:  San Bernardino County 
 Year Opened:  1960 
 Property Size 

 Fee title:  1,102 acres 
 Airport Classification:  General Aviation Reliever 
 Airport Elevation:  652 feet MSL 

AIRPORT PLANNING DOCUMENTS 
 Airport Master Plan 

 Adopted February 28, 2006 
 Airport Layout Plan Drawing 

 Last formal FAA approval, April 19, 2006 
 

RUNWAY/TAXIWAY DESIGN 
Runway 8R-26L 

 Critical Aircraft:  Gulfstream V 
 Airport Reference Code:  D-III 
 Dimensions:  7,000 ft. long, 150 ft. wide 
 Pavement Strength:  (main landing gear configuration) 

 75,000 lbs (single wheel) 
 150,000 lbs (dual wheel) 
 215,000 lbs (dual-tandem wheel) 

 Average Gradient:  0.24 % (rising to east) 
 Runway Lighting:  Medium-intensity edge lights (MIRL) 
 Primary Taxiways:  Full-length parallel on south side; par-
tial parallel on north at east end 

Runway 8L-26R 
 Critical Aircraft:  Global Express 
 Airport Reference Code:  C-III 
 Dimensions:  4,858 ft. long, 150 ft. wide 
 Pavement Strength:  (main landing gear configuration) 

 12,000 lbs (single wheel) 
 Average Gradient:  0.39 % (rising to east) 
 Runway Lighting:  High-intensity edge lights (HIRL) 
 Primary Taxiways:  Full-length parallel on north side 

 

Runway 3-21 
 Critical Aircraft:  Citation X 
 Airport Reference Code:  C-II 
 Dimensions:  4,919 ft. long, 150 ft. wide 
 Pavement Strength:  (main landing gear configuration) 

 21,000 lbs (single wheel) 
 130,000 lbs (dual wheel) 

 Average Gradient:  0.79% (rising to northeast) 
 Runway Lighting:  Medium-intensity edge lights (MIRL) 
 Primary Taxiways:  Full-length parallel on northwest side  

APPROACH PROTECTION 
 Runway Protection Zones (RPZ) 

 Rwys 3, 21, 8R, 8L:  1,700 ft. long; all partially on air-
port property 

 Rwys 26L, 26R:  2,500 ft.; partially on airport property 
 Approach Obstacles 

 Trees in all approaches; no approach obstructions 
 Rising terrain southwest of the airport 

TRAFFIC PATTERNS AND APPROACH PROCEDURES 
 Airplane Traffic Patterns 

 Runways 3, 8R, 8L, right-hand traffic 
 Runways 21, 26L, 26R, left-hand traffic 
 Pattern Altitude: 

 750 ft. AGL, single-engine 
 1,350 ft. AGL, twins 

 Instrument Approach Procedures (lowest minimums) 
 Runway 26R ILS 

 Straight-in (¾-mile visibility; 200 ft. descent height) 
 Circling (1-mile visibility; 600 ft. descent height) 

 Runway 26R VOR or GPS-B 
 Circling (1-mile visibility; 900 ft. descent height) 

 Visual Approach Aids 
 Runways 8R, 26L, 26R:  PAPI (3.0°) 
 Runway 21:  VASI (3.0°); REIL  

BUILDING AREA 
 Location:  Most facilities in northwest quadrant 
 Aircraft Parking Capacity 

 Hangar spaces:  495 (+88 under development) con-
ventional, executive, and T-hangars 

 Tiedowns:  220 
 Other Major Facilities 

 Air traffic control tower 
 Services 

 Fuel:  100LL, Jet A  
 Other:  Aircraft rental & instruction; aircraft mainten-
ance & modification; aircraft charter  

PLANNED FACILITY IMPROVEMENTS 
 Airfield 

 Extend Rwy 8L-26R to 5,500 ft., adding 662 ft. on east 
 Establish ILS on Rwy 26L 
 Extend midfield parallel taxiway to full length of Rwy 
8R-26L; construct additional connecting taxiways 

 Construct helipad 
 Building Area 

 Construct additional storage hangars 
 Construct joint use firefighting station 

 Property 
 Acquire fee title or avigation easements on all remain-
ing property in RPZs 
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Exhibit CH–3 

Airport Activity Data Summary 
Chino Airport 

BASED AIRCRAFT 
 Current a Future b 

 2006 data 2025 
 Aircraft Type 
  Single-Engine 410 1,027 
  Twin-Engine Piston 170 209 
  Turboprop 40 59 
  Turbojet   53 
  Helicopters 20 27  
   Total 641 1,375  

AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS 
 Current a Future b 

 2006 data 2025 
 Total 
  Annual 167,629  209,400 b 
  Average Day 453 574 
 
 Distribution by Aircraft Type 
  Single-Engine 73% 73% 
  Twin-Engine Piston 17% 17% 
  Twin-Engine, Turboprop 2% 3% 
  Business Jet 2% 2% 
  Helicopter 6% 5% 
 
 
 Distribution by Type of Operation 
  Local 59% 65%  
      (incl. touch-and-goes) 
  Itinerant 41% 35% 
 

 

TIME OF DAY DISTRIBUTION 
 Current a  Future 
 Business Jets 
  Day 90% no 
  Evening 5% change 
  Night 5% 
 Turboprops 
  Day 90% no 
  Evening 5% change 
  Night 5% 
 Other Aircraft 
  Day 90% no 
  Evening 5% change 
  Night 5%  

RUNWAY USE DISTRIBUTION 
 Current a  Future 
 All Airplanes – Day & Evening 
  Takeoffs & Landings 
   Runway 8L 2.5% no  
   Runway 26R 60% change 
   Runway 8R 2.5%   
   Runway 26L 25% no 
   Runway 3 7.5% change 
   Runway 21 2.5% 
 All Airplanes – Night 
  Takeoffs & Landings   
   Runway 8L 2.5% no  
   Runway 26R 60% change 
   Runway 8R 2.5%   
   Runway 26L 25% no 
   Runway 3 7.5% change 
   Runway 21 2.5%  

FLIGHT TRACK USAGE 
 Data not available 

 
Notes: 
 

a Source:  Airport records  
b Source:  2002 Airport Master Plan forecast; deemed to be 2028 forecast for compatibility planning purposes 
 

 





Future Noise Impacts
Chino Airport

Exhibit CH-5
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Compatibility Factors Map
Chino Airport
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Exhibit CH–7 

Airport Environs Information 
Chino Airport 
 

AIRPORT SITE 
 Location 

 Southwestern San Bernardino County 
 Approximately 3½ miles southeast of Chino city center 
 2 miles west of Riverside County line 

 Nearby Terrain 
 Generally level terrain in immediate airport area 
 Chino Hills to 3+ miles southwest; peak elevations 
under 2,000 ft. MSL 

 Prado Flood Control Basin 4 miles south 

AIRPORT ENVIRONS LAND USE JURISDICTIONS 
 County of Riverside 

 Riverside County line ≤2 miles east 
 County of San Bernardino 

 Unincorporated county territory to east and south 
 City of Chino 

 Airport in city limits, city extends to the west, northwest 
and south of airport 

 City of Chino Hills 
 City boundary 2+ miles west and southwest 

 City of Ontario 
 Borders airport on north 

EXISTING AIRPORT AREA LAND USES 
 General Character 

 Farm lands converting to urban areas 
 Runway Approaches 

 East (Runway 26L/R):  Farm lands, scattered houses 
 West (Runway 8L/R):  Highway 83 (Euclid Avenue) 
borders airport; Herman G. Stark Youth Correctional 
Facility and California Institution for Men west of high-
way; Chino Hills residential within 3 miles 

 Southwest (Runway 3):  Farm lands; golf course resi-
dential 

 Northeast (Runway 21):  Farm lands, scattered hous-
es 

 Traffic Patterns 
 South and southeast:  Farm lands, residential  

PLANNED AIRPORT AREA LAND USES 
 County of Riverside 

 East and Southeast:  Extensive residential planned 
 County of San Bernardino, Cities of Chino and Ontario 

 Additional City of Chino annexation 
 North:  Primarily low-density residential with some 
high-density residential and business park uses 

 East:  Industrial and agricultural land uses 
 South:  Primarily commercial with areas of low, me-
dium, and high-density residential 

 West:  Agriculture  

STATUS OF COMMUNITY PLANS  
 County of Riverside 

 General Plan, a portion of Riverside County Integrated 
Project, adopted by Board of Supervisors Oct. 2003 

 County of San Bernardino 
 General Plan adopted July 1989, revised Sept. 2002 

 City of Chino 
 General Plan adopted July 1985, currently being re-
vised 

 City of Chino Hills 
 General Plan adopted 1999 

 City of Ontario 
 General Plan adopted 1992, currently being revised  

ESTABLISHED AIRPORT COMPATIBILITY MEASURES 
 Riverside County General Plan 

 Prohibit new residential uses, except single-family 
dwellings on legal residential lots of record, within air-
ports’ 60 dB CNEL contour as defined by ALUC (Policy 
N 7.4) 

 Safety compatibility zones and criteria from previous 
compatibility plan incorporated into General Plan 

 Review all proposed projects and require consistency 
with any applicable compatibility plan (LU 14.2) 

 Submit proposed actions and projects to ALUC as re-
quired by state law (Policy LU 1.9); other actions may 
be submitted on voluntary/advisory basis (LU 14.8) 
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Exhibit CH–9 

General Plan Consistency Review (Preliminary) 
Chino Airport Environs 

 
 

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE: 
  GENERAL PLAN (2003) AND EASTVALE AREA PLAN  

Non-Residential Land Use 

 Compatibility Zone C 
 Potential Conflict: Zone C intensity limits (75 
people/acre) apply to the area designated as Light 
Industrial east of the airport, including the Archibald-
Cloverdale policy area  

Other Policies 

 General Plan 
 Acknowledgement of ALUC policies–no conflict 
 Established ALUC 60 dB CNEL noise contour policy 
for new residential development–no conflict 

 Zoning Codes 
No height limit zoning established 

 

Note: This is an initial land use consistency review prepared for the purpose of identifying areas where a conflict exists or 
potentially exists with ALUC compatibility zone criteria.  This review is based upon available general plan documents and 
does not take into account existing land use.  When a conflict between the general plan and compatibility criteria exists, it 
is not deemed inconsistent when the general plan is merely representing existing development.  A more comprehensive 
analysis is necessary at the time a general plan land modification is presented to the ALUC for review. 

 




